· 1958 - a group of people responsible for security, in the UK Defence Industry began to feel the need for a professional body. Such a body it was felt, would allow for the cross-fertilisation of ideas between industry and government agencies and the standardisation of Defence Security procedures.  A meeting was held in the Spring of 1958 which proved to be the first step in the formation of such a corporate body.  Fifteen security professionals met and discussed many of the same problems, which face Security Controllers today. This meeting was found to be of such value that it was decided to hold annual conferences.  These took place in Cheltenham in May 1959, Bradford in 1960 and 1961 and Stevenage in 1962.

· 1962 - the publication of the Ratcliffe Committee on National Security highlighted the lack of a corporate body in the UK Defence Industry; so at the Stevenage conference the formation of a Guild of Security Officers (GOSO) was formally discussed. On the 25 May 1962 at BAC Stevenage the first formal conference of the GOSO took place and the first General Council was elected.  By 1964 the membership was 35. The annual conference proved successful with other venues being used, for example Blackpool and Bedford.

· 1972 - the GOSO was sufficiently well established to divide itself into five regions and commence holding regional meetings in addition to the AGM.  During 1975 the first Guild Directory was produced and was followed in 1976 with the first newsletter.  In 1977 the General Council decided that the title “Security Officer” should be amended to Security Controller, so in 1978 an Extraordinary General Meeting was held and the change ratified.

· 1980 - membership had reached 150.  The GOSC recognising the threat to data security and the changing times that its members operated in. The first Guild manual, on Computer Security was published that year.  1982 saw the Guild embark on providing training to members and non-members.  This role as a training provider was to become one of the Guild’s great strengths.  The first course offered, was a four and a half day Security Controllers Seminar. This original course was superseded in the late 1980s with shorter modular courses on physical security, document security and international visit procedures. These courses are still offered today and are as relevant and as popular as ever.  In 1988 the Guild celebrated its Silver Anniversary.

· 1993 - the GOSC were invited to participate in the Strategic Protective Security Review, which saw the introduction of new vetting processes and the subsequent review entitled Financial Costing of Government Security.  It was during this review that the Guild established itself as a cohesive lobbying body on behalf of its membership, which by 2000 had reached 420.  

· 2002 - at the AGM held in Coventry a resolution was placed to the meeting that it would better reflect the activities the membership undertook by renaming itself the Defence Industry Security Association.  This change was ratified.

